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History of the
YATTYDALE FREE LIBRARY

The ¥Mattydale lothers Club, organized in Novenber 1939, ws
forzed to promote and encourage community projscis, particularly
for the youth of the area. Hps, Richard Salisbury was president,

In Pelruary of 1940 ths Mothers Club hald o dance in the
scheol auditoriuwn and the proecsceds of H47.15 was used to stort a
Lityary Fund. )

Dr, ﬂaul:?aine and Miss Frieda Yates of the Syracuse Public
Library addressed the April 1940 meeting of the Mothaers Club and
oxplained hov amall ilbraries are foundod, operated and maintained.

On May 14, 1940 Hrs. Salisbury appointed a Library Committas
consisting of trs., Villiam Saam, ¥rs. Fred Premnan, Mra. Carleton
Lephart, ¥rs. Philis Goettel, #rs, Harry Wiggine s Mrs. Stanley
Germalne, Mrs. Arthur Griffin, lrs. Kenneth Cummings, Mrs. Charles
Tortellote, Mrs. Rey lummer, Mrs. George Bifler, Mre, Frod Bauer
and Krs, Richard Salibbury., This group conducted a series of
activities, or rather a campaign, of popularizing the cormmenity
library ides — they ralsed funds and accumilated books. Members
attended instruction sessions at the Syracuse Public Litrary for
the purpose of learning how books are prepared smd msintainsd Tor
circulation. Tho first real "drive" for the commumity library wms
instigeted by this group.and carried eon with ths cooperation of the
Mothers Club membership., The woek of June 23 in 1940 was nomed as
"Library Week" for sur community.

by July 1941 the werk of ihe Library Comitics had become well
known and prempted ¥r, and Mrs. John Kirsch to donate 2 bullding site
1o this library effort. This Llot, of 105 West Molloy Road, Mattydals,
is the loeation of our present library. This building site plus 650
donated books and {250 cash conmprised the total assets accumilated to
Gate by the Librory Commlitee and represented a mejor triwuwph for
this committee, the Mothers Club and the people of our community as
ue, like many others, were berely recovering from the ted offects of
the depression years of the early 193Q's.

On September 2, 1941 Miss Suzanns Young of the Hew York State
Depariment of Dduecation, Division of Library Extension, met with the
Librevy group and,after reviewlng our progress, suggested the follow-
ing form of procetare.
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i =~ Election of Trustees for a lihrary, all contributors
: of record Y this cause be eligible to vots,

I ~ Apply to the Now York State Department of Eduction,

' Dividion of Library Gxtenaion for articles of incorp-
oration under the Yew York State Law. (Legal work
needed in this instence t6 _be performed by the K.Y,
Stete Library Extension Dept. at no charge to us).

-
i
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Arrange for supervisory services of a qualified,
registerad lew York Stete Librarian.

|

IV~ Apply to the Scheol Yeard for = grant of cash to
- gurchasa books reguired for childron of school ags.
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Eééuéat the Town Board to furnish funde needed for
oporation of library as the Toun Board has the right
by lawv to use tax moneys for this purpose.

Frs, Williem Saam, president of the Mothers Club, called a
meeting of all contributors to the Library Fund for September 23,
1941. The purpose of this meeting was to detormine whot type of
library {(Public or Asscciation) should be formed and to eoleet the
trusteea for this library so that legel standing could bo established.
The meeting was held in the Matiydals School and resulted in forming
an association library. This {ype of lilwary was selected because
only the association manbership could elect a trustee, snd since dis~
interested persons would not b associstion members, only interested

nembers could be pleced in control of the library. The following
vare alected Trustees:

¥rs. Richard Selisbury for 5 years
Mr. William Saanm ' SO R
#rs. Jessie Buchanan bl -
¥r. Fred Bauer L
Mrs. El&zabeth Goatlel " 1 year

One trustes to be elected each year at an annusl report meeting and
that such elected trustee serve for five years.

On September 30, 1941 the Library Group met with the trustecs
and apportioned the library requirements to the following committess:

OFERATION - Mrs. Richard Salisbury, to act as president of the Libeary
Woerkers Group, erranging service schedulies with the volunteer librarisns
theraly assguring regular iLibrery operating hours.



DOOKS ~ Mrs. Elizabeth Goettel with Mies Rerths Switzer, Mrs.iarry
Wiggins and Mre. Cerlton'Lephart were to sequire new books (within

our limited budget) that would best meet our corrmanity's needs and
also to keep all bocks in pood ropair.

FINARCYES - Mrs, Jessie Buchenan, Mrs. Ray Humer and ¥rs. Goorge
Bifler were responsible for organizing and conducting the yearly
Library Association Membership drive and manpging of the Library Funds.

ADMINISTRATION

08 PROPERTY  ~ Mr., Williaem Saan, Mra, Brepnan, Mrs, Cunmings, Mrs.
Tourtellote and irs. Baner were responsible for scquiring egulpment
needed by the library, the maintensnce of seme and keseping the
Library in good operating condition.

TREASTRIER ~ Mrs. Raymond Huwmmer
SECRETARY - Mrs. Fred Beuer

Chairman of
the BOARD -~ Mr, ¥red Rauer

Early in October 1941 an wnused gas station at the corner of Lelloyne
Avenue and Grand Hlvd, (now Boulevard Street) was rented for £7.00
per month and the group was kept busy peinting, building book chelves
and generally cleaning up the building,

October 28, 1941 - the name Salina Fres Library was decided upon.

Friday, January 16, 1942 ~ Open House - to show our cormunity vhat had
been accomplished. Our visible assets consisted of 1100 books arrangad
on home~mecde shelving (including 100 new beoks), a librarfan's desk nnd
chair and a smell oll heater, We had complelely lined the interior with
insulating board, installsd flusresecent lighting, put linocleum on the
floor end painted both the interior and exterior arees. Our cash balance
wag 306,00, londay, January 19 was the official opening date of the
library. Hours of operation and staff on duty as likrarians were ss
follows: :

Monday 3 to 4:20 P.M, Mrs, Saam and Mrs, Brennan

Tusaday 7 to 5:00 P,M, ¥rs, Lephart, Mrs, Hickok and ¥re, Bauasr,
Hednesday 3 to 4130 PV, Miss Switzer and Mre. Pobanhausen
Thursday 7 to 9:00 P.i, Mrs. Staske and Mrs., Patterson

Saturday 2:30 Yo 4:30 PM. Mrs. Bobanhausen and ¥rs. Bronnsn

in aleven days of operation during Janvary 1942, 1298 bocks were issued.
At December 31, 1942 the circuletion for our first year was 4,.53 books,



